AIIMJAL  REPORTS  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  TFAR 


% 


EAST  ASHFORD  (KENT)  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Annual  Reports  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  Public  Health  Inspector  for 
the  Year  1956. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors 5 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  first  Annual 
Report. 

According  to  the  estimate  of  the  Registrar  General  the 
mid-year  Home  Population  of  the  District  was  10,550. 

The  number  of  live-births  was  146,  and  the  equivalent 
crude  birth-rate  was  13*83«  Vftien  this  rate  is  adjusted  by 
the  Registrar  General ’'s  Comparability  Factor,  v/hich  tahes 
into  account  age  and  sex  distribution  based  on  a standard^ 
population,  the  rate  becomes  15.49.  The  high  post-v/ar  birth 
rates  have  gradually  declined  to  an  equilibriun  around  15 
per  1 ,000  resident  population  where  they  are  likely  to  remain 
stabilised. 

The  nunber  of  still-births  was  4,  a.nd  the  equivalent 
rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  was  26.67;  that  for 
England  and  Wales  ?/as  23.1  . The  majority  of  still-births  are 
due  to  congenital  or  abnormal  causes  as  with  infant  deaths, 
but  nevertheless  adequate  ante-natal  supervision  and  skilled 
obstetric  attention  are  pre-requisites  to  a low  rate. 

There  were  three  infant  deaths,  giving  an  infant 
mortality  rate  of  2t1.55  per  1 ,000  live  births;  this  compares 
favourably  with  that  for  England  and  Wales  which  was  24«9. 

The  causes  of  death  were  (1 ) Cardiac  failure  due  to  broncho- 
pneumonia. (2)  Anaemia  due  to  prematurity.  (3)  Asphyxia 
neonatorum. 

The  County  Council  Child  7/elfare  Clinics  which  are  held 
in  the  various  villages  and  are  staffed  by  Health  Visitors  and 
Voluntary  Assistants,  have  as  their  chief  objectives  the 
prevention  of  infant  deaths  and  the  promotion  of  positive 
child  health  - the  family  Doctor  is  concerned  mostly  with 
children  who  are  suffering  from  illness.  Children  are 
examined  at  their  first  attendance  and  thereafter  at  regular 
intervals  to  ensure  that  there  are  no  defects  of  which  the 
parents  may  not  be  aware  and  that  grov:tli  and  nutrition  are 
normal.  Welfare  Foods  such  as  the  Dried  Milks  and  Vitamin 
Products  are  sold  at  cost  price,  v/hich  is  of  financial 
advantage  to  the  mothers.  Facilities  for  fiimmiisat ion 
against  Diphtheria  and  Vaccination  against  Smallpox  are 
available  and  vaccination  against  \fhooping  Cough  will  also 
be  offered  during  1957/58* 

?/hen  sufficient  vaccine  becomes  available  immunisation 
against  Poliomyelitis  will  probably  also  be  offered  at  these 
Clinics.  The  Health  Visitor,  who  is  a State  Registered 
Nurse  sr^ecif ically  trained  in  social  welfare  work,  holds  a 
key  position  in  relation  to  the  family  and  the  Health  Services 
and  the  value  of  her  work,  the  effects  of  which  have 
accumulated  over  a number  of  years,  is  reflected  in  the 
falling  infant  mortality  rate  and  in  the  increasing  grov/th 
and  development  of  the  children. 

No  deaths  occurred  amongst  mothers  due  to  pregnancy, 
childbirth  or  abortion.  Deaths  from  these  causes  are  no?/ 
fortunately  comparatively  rare,  owing  to  the  progress  of 
modern  medical  knowledge  applied  through  the  medium  of  the 
family  Doctor  and  Midwife  and  of  improved  Hospital  and 
Consultant  Services. 


The  total  morn’oer  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  125 
(66  males,  59  fem.ales)  and  the  equivalent  crude  death 
ra.te  per  1 ,000  resident  population  v/as  11(>85j  when  adjusted 
bj’-  the  Registrar  General’s  Comparability  Factor,  as  for 
births,  the  rate  becomes  9.84?  v;hich  compares  favourably 
with  that  for  England  and  Wales  viz.  i1.7* 

The  chief  cause  of  deaths  was  Heart  Diseases  and 
related  Circulatory  or  Vascular  Diseases.  Most  of  these 
deaths  occurred  amongst  the  aged  and  these  diseases  are 
naturally  the  terminal  caiise  of  death,  v/ith  few  exceptions. 

One  important  exception  is  disease  of  the  Coronary 
Artery  of  the  Heart  which  was  the  cause  of  1 5 deaths  and  was 
predominant  amongst  males.  One  hypothesis  put  forward  is 
that  it  is  a stress  illness  associated  v/ith  the  highly 
competitive  nature  of  modern  existence;  another  thab  it  is 
associated  v/ith  ox-oassive  tobacco  smoli5-ng.  Wliatever  the 
cause,  the  morbidity  and  mortality  from  this  disease  have 
steadily  increased  within  modern  times  and  man37'  lives  are 
cut  off  in  mmddle-a:ge. 

Cancer,  as  expected,  caused  the  second  highest  nuraber 
of  deaths.  Late  diagnosis  of  this  disease  is  unf ort-:mately 
onl3/  too  comiaon,  usually  due  to  procrastination  by  patients 
in  sec-!htng  medical  advice.  Modern  treatment  by  surgers?’ 
and  Fuadlo-therapy  has  made  notable  progress,  and  if  bhe 
dia^naosis  is  made  reasonably  early,  the  disease  can  bo 
completel;/  cure  do 


Cancer  of  the  Lung  is  causing  much  anxiety  tc-day  due 
to  the  postulated  relationship  v/ith  smoking  and  vitiated 
atmospheres.  During  the  year,  there  were  five  deaths 
all  males,  aged  46,  53?  56,  59  and  80  years,  in  miscellaneous 
occupations.  As  the  ratio  of  male  to  female  smokers  is 
probably  about  the  same,  these  figures,  though  small  for 
statistical  purposes  may  have  significance.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  difficult  to  reconcile  the  fact  that  the  great 
majority  of  smokers  die  from  natiural  causes  in  old  age.  It 
ma^/  be  that  a small  minority  are  more  susceptible  to  Cancer 
of  the  Lung,  owing  to  the  chronic  irritation  caused  b:?-  the 
inhala.ticn  of  tobacco  smoke. 

The  other  causes  of  death  were  miscellaneous  and  of 
no  exceptional  significance . 

There  7/as  no  death  due  to  the  Infectious  Diseases. 

A small  outbroak  of  V/ho oping  Cough  occurred,  scattered 
throughout  the  various  villages.  Iv  Is  not  pi'acoicable  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  this  disease  owing  to  the  fact  that  it 
is  most  highly  infectious  for  about  eight  da^/s  during  the 
catarrhal  stage  before  the  whoop  or  paroxysms  repeal  the 

identit-r  of  the  disease  to  the  parents;  this  catarrhal 

stage  is  commonly  confused  with  the  common  cold  and  children 
are  usually  allowed  tc  continue  to  attend  school,  v/here  the 
infection  is  rapidly  disseminated  in  class-'*‘coms , all  too  ; 

many  of  which  in  rural  schools  are  overcrowded.  There  are 
also  mild  and  missed  cases  who  disseminate  the  infection. 

It  IS  honed  that  immunisation  b^'  the  new  vaccines,  v/hich  ^ 

have  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  v/ill  be  as  i 

certain  a means  of  prevention  as  irnirunisation  has  proved  to  ■ 

be  against  Diphtheria.  Immunisation  is  available  throagh  | 

the  family  Doctor  and  v/ill  in  the  ensuing  year  be  offered  j 

in  the  Child  Welfare  Clinicso 

There  v/as  also  a small  outbreak  of  Measles,  28  cases  | 

having  been  notified.  Like  Whooping  Cough,  this  disease  is  i 
most  infectious  for  several  days  before  the  rash  identifies 
itself  to  the  parents,  and  infection  spreads  rapidly  throughout 
class-rooms.  Fortunately,  the  disease  is  not  commonly  serious 
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and.  GormDlica'fci  ons  aro  infra o nGntt  o Bronch.O’^pnaTirnoniaj  ^a.s 
in  ?/hooping  Cough..  1b  the  ’ ^ 


mo  B r, 


rious  complication  and  may 


rapidly  eupervene ’ in  both  diseaBos  and  reach  an  adyancea 
stage  uithin  12  - 21;.  hours ^ Treatment  by  Penicillin  or 
other  approprla.te  antibiotic  io  invariably  successfu.u, 
and  the  earlier  treatment  is  given  the  shorter  is  the 
stage  of  convalesoenoe . 


Two  isolated  sporadic  oases  of  Scarlet  Fever  y/ere 
notified.  This  di)3ease,  w'hich  caused  a considerably  number 
of  decoths  in  the  last  r'ontury  and  earlry  decades  of  this 
century  j is  at  p.resent  mild  in  type  and  the  ma;]ority  ^ oo. 
patients  are  now  treated  at  home,  when  social  conditions 
there  are  satisfactory.  it  is,  hov/ever,  very  adviaacle 
that  nose  and  throat  swabs  should  be  negative  before  a 
patient  is  allov/ed  to  return  to  school,  as  outbreaks^  in 
schools  are  commonly  kept  going  by  convalescent  carri.ers. 
Occasionally  types  4 and  12  are  the  causative _ organismsm  . 
and  it  is  known  that  they  are  capable  of  causing^  Acute 
Nephritis.  Treatment  by  antitonin  has  largely  been 
replaced  by  the  Sulphonamides  and  Antibiotics  to  v/hich  the 
organisms  are  sensitive* 


One  case  of  Poliomyelitis  was  notified  in  August. 

The  patient  was  a child  aged  four  m.oirGhs  who,  as  he  saffered 
cnlp  from  slight  paralyses  of  the  lower  limbs,  was  treated 
at  home,  eventually  making  a complete  3:’eccvery,  It  was 
not  practicable  -in  the  circumstances  to  have  a Immbar 
puncture  done  to  confirm  the  diagnosis.  No  history  of 
possible  contact  with  any  kn.ovm  case  could  be  elicited 
and  there  \¥ere  no  secondary  cases.  There  is  firm  ground 
for  hope  that  vaccination  against  the  disease  will 
effectively  prevent  it. 

One  case  of  Meningococcal  ircfection  occu-rred.  T.ne 
patient,  aged  37  years,  had  suf.fcred  from  chronic  Oxitis 
Media,  and  the  infection  had  insidiously  caused  a Isrge 
brain  abscess,  terminating  in  Acute  Meningitis.  This  case 
illustrates  the  danger  associated  with  chronic  ear  infection 
when  not  thoroughly  treated. 


■Five  cases  of  Acute  Primary  or  Inf lx’'.en2al  Pneumonia 
were  notified.  As  secondary  oases  of  Pneumonia  are  not 
notifiable,  the  total  number  of  cases  is  not  know^n. 

Although  there  were  five  deaths,  modern  treatment  by  the 
antibiotics  and/or  SuJ.phonami  des  is  specific  in  the 
majority  of  caseso  The  virus  Pneumonias,  as  distinct  from 
Bacterial  Lobar  Pneumonias  and  B.roncho-pneumonias , present 
a more  complex  probn.em  in  relation  tc'  aetiology  and 
treatment.  .A.  VirdhgioaL Service  has  been  established  as  a 
section  of  tho  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  to  study 
all  the  respiraxory  and  other  illnsssos  which  are  caused 
by  viruses. 


Only  two  new  cases  of  Respira 
were  notified,  both  being  in  the 
roriods.  Great  pre 
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The  Chesx  Physic ion  f( 
asoertaj.nment  of  case; 
and  for  investigating  the  source  of  infection  j.ncluding 
the  examination  of  contacts.  The  Mass  Radiography 
Service  is  also  invaluable  in  detecting  unsuspected  cases 
who  are  or  would  become  sources  of  infection  to  others. 

A table  is  appended  to  show  the  results  of  their  visit  to 
WzTQ  College  in  October,  1956.  The  number  of  vol‘'xriteGr3 , 
including  the  general  public,  was  679*  It  is  very 
gratifying  to  note  that  no  active  cases  were  found,  v/hich 
an  indication  that  there  is  no  reservoir  irfecxiori  in 


IS 


- 4 - 


the  College  a'^.d  Village » Six  oases  of  inactive 
Tuberculosis  v;ere  ‘Dnoughb  to  light,  which,  on  a general 
inference,  means  that  those  persons  had  contracted  the 
infection  at  some  period  in  their  lives  but  had  overcome 
the  infection  by  natural  resistance. 

It  is  also  gratifying  that  no  cases  of  ilon-respiratory 
or  Bovine  Tuberculosis  were  notified,  a disease  which  ?/as 
formerly  wide-spread,  chiefly  due  to  the  consumption  of 
infected  milk.  The  gradual  introduction  of  Tuberculin 
Tested  milk  and  of  Pasteurisation,  and  the  wider  powers 
provided  for  the  supervision  of  production  and  distribution 
of  supplies,  are  achieving  their  objective. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity 
of  thanking  you  for  your  assistance  in  the  work  of  the 
Department  and  the  staff  for  their  efficient  co-operation. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  IlAJ^SHALL.  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
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STATIGTI OAL  AND  SOCIAL  COITLIT.rONS  Uff  THEl  DISTRICT 

FORI  956 


Area*.-  S'!  ,398  acres. 


Registrar-General' F Estimate  ofi' 
The  Resident  Population 


10,550 


huraber  of  Inhabited  Houses  According 
to  the  Rate  Books 


3,647 


Rateable  Value 


£96,648 


Sura  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate 


£382 


Social  Conditions 

^ East  Ashford  Rural  Pistrict  is  pro  dominantly  c.gricultiiral 
in  character  — there  are  few  light  j.ndustriss.  The  Coun.cil 
has  been  progressive  in  building  425  Traditional  Houses  since 
the  a.ast  war,  and  generally  social  conditions  are  very 
satisfactory. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Bast  Bng:Iand 

Ashford  and 

Rural  V/ales 


Total 

Mjl 

Hi. 

District 

1* 

Live  Births 

(a)  Legitimate 

146 

75 

71 

64 

Birth  Rate 
per  1 ,000 

13.83 

15-7 

135 

71 

estimated 

resident 

(b)  Illegitimate 

11 

4 

7 

population 

2. 

Stillbirths 

4 

2 

2 

Rate  per 

1 ,000  total 

26*67 

23*0 

(a)  Legitimate 

4 

2 

2 

(live  and 
still) 

(b)  Illegitimate 

•• 

* 

births 

3. 

Deaths 

125 

66 

59 

Death  rate 
per  1 ,000 
resident 
population 

11.85 

11*7 

4. 

Deaths  from  Pregnanes^,  - 

Rate  per 

I'Tot 

Childbirth.  Abortion. 

1 ,000  ( live 

available 

and  still) 
births 

5. 

Deaths  of  Infants 
Under  One  Year  of 
Age 

3 

3 

(a)  Legitimate 

2 

2 

- 

( b ) Illegit imate 

1 

1 

— 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1 ,000  live  births  20*55  23*8 

Rate  re  legitimate  infants  14*81 

Rate  re  illegitimate  infants  90*91 


6.  Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  22 

Deaths  from  Y/hooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and 

Diarrhoea  - 

Deaths  from  Measles  - 


The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified 
during  the  year  1958* 


Scarlet  Fever  2 

’yifho oping  Cough  74 

Measles  *•*  •••  •*•  28 

Acute  Primary  or  Influenzal  Pneumonia  • • * 5 

Meningococcal  Infection  ••*  1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic)  1 


^ f,  ^ 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  EAST  ASHFORD  RITRAL 

DISTRICT  DURING  1956. 


Males 


ALL  CAUSES 


66 


1. 

2. 

3. 

U. 

5. 

6, 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 
11 . 
12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21  . 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31 . 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


• • • 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  , 

Measles  . 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus.. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ...  .. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ... 

Diabetes  . , . 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease  ... 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

Influenza  ... 

Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  .. 

Congenital  malformations  

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseas 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

All  other  accidents  ... 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . . 
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Sanitary  Ciroumstanoes  of  the  Area 


Water  Sup-pl.v 

The  Mid-Kent  Water  Company  supplies  most  of  the 
District;  subsidiary  supplies  to  a fev/  Parishes  are  obtained 
from  the  Ashford  U.D.C,  undertaking/from  the  Folkestone  and 
District  Water  Company. 

A network  of  water  mains  has  been  provided  in  every 
Parish  and  approximately  91  fo  of  the  total  number  of  dv/elling 
houses  have  a supply  from  the  mains, 

extension  of  a mains  supply  to  the  Naccolt  area  of 
>yye,  nas  been  approvied  by  the  Ministry,  following  an  enauiry 
in  October,  1956. 

68  houses,  including  nev/  houses,  v/ere  connected  to 
existing  water  mains  during  the  year# 

Monthly  bacteriological  and  Quarterly  Chemical  raw 
v/ater  samples  from  the  sources  of  supply  are  taken  by  these 
three  Undertakings  and  throughout  the  year,  all  the  samples 
\¥ere  satisfactory*.  Regular  samples  are  also  taken  of  the 
chlorinated  supplies  at  the  periphery  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector these  too  were  all  satisfactory. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  houses  in  each 
Parish  supplied  by  the  three  Undertakings. 


Parish 

No,  of  dwell- 
ing houses. 

' No , of 
Mid-Kent 
Water  Co 
Mains 

houses  connected  with:- 
. Ashford  ; Folkestone 
’s  Urban  j Water  Co. 

. Supply  i 

Aldington 

265 

235 

! 

! 

Uilsington 

1C4 

94 

} 

t 

Ponningt on 

38 

37 

i 

Bought  on  Aluph 

220 

209 

1 

Eraccurne 

263 

229 

1 

nrcck 

71 

71 

t 

1 

C.hallock 

119 

1 19 

j 

Ohilham 

456 

422 

1 1 

Cruiidaj.e 

63 

59 

; i 

.ii:astv/ell 

41 

24 

1 1 

1 ! 

Codmersham 

98 

98 

1 i 

Hast ingle igh 

73 

73 

1 ! 

Hinxhill 

18 

I18  j 

Me r sham 

271 

239 

! I 

; i 

Molash 

79 

79 

I 

i I 

Orle stone 

207 

186 

! I 

i 

Ruckinge  1 

231  i 

185 

I ) 

Sevington  | 

63  ! 

9 

: 48  : 

Smeeth  ; 

223  i 

198 

I I 

I i 

1 8 

Ware  home 

118  ! 

11® 

I i 

I ■ 

Wye 

624  ■ I 

555 

M 1 I 

i ; 

drainage.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

No  alterations  or  Iniprovements  to  sewerage  systems  were 
carried  o\it  during  1956,  and  schemes  for  improved  sov/age 
purification  works  at  Wye  and  Hamstreet  v/ere  still  in 
abeyance. 

A scheme  for  the  provision  ofasev/orage  system  and 
purification  works  in  connection  with  22  Council  houses  and 
12  private  dwellings  at  Cobbs  Hill,  Chilham  Lees  has  been 


approved. 

Emptying  of  Cesspools 

The  emptying  of  cesspools  in  all  parts  of  the  district 
is  -undertaken  by  the  Council  twice  yearly  on  v/ritten  request 
being  made  by  householders.  During  the  year  1956  the 
number  emptied  was  1 ,394*  This  work  is  carried  out  by 
contract, 

iEm-gtying  of  pail-closets 

I 

There  are  still  a considerable  number  of  houses  in  the 
;arsj.  i^/ith  this  primitive  method  of  sanitation.'  The 
emp-cying  of  these  pail-closets  is  carried  out  in  the  parish 
iOf  Boughton  Aluph  and  part  of  the  parish  of  Ghilham.  ■'  In 
;the  parish  of  Boughton  Aluph  the  emptying  takes  place  once  weekly, 
by  contract,  and  the  number  to  be  emptied  is  approximately  57. 

In  the  parish  of  Ghilham  the  emptying  is  carried  out  twice 
weekly  in  an  area  covering  The  Square,  The  Street  and  the 
Railway  Station  and  the  n-umber  to  be  emptied  is  approximately 
28. 

Housing 

425  Traditional  Houses  have  been  built  by  the  Council 
and  149  houses  by  private  enterprise,  since  the  last  war. 

During  1956,  12,  new  Council  houses  and  30  private  dwellings 
were  built. 


(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  -under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ...  ... 

Nijmber  of  houses  fo-und  to  be  in  any  respect  -unfit 

for  human  habitation  

* Number  of  houses  found  to  be  unfit  for  h-uman  habitation 
ard  incapable  of  repair  at  reasonable  expense  

'Number  of  dv/Qlling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
f.  by  i-iif  orma  1 action 


n 1 . 


13 


• o • 


12 


5 


’ N'.uober  of  dwelling  houses  which  wore  ronderod  fit  after 
rervice  of  forrr.al  notices  ...  ... 

Lumber  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition 
orders  were  made  ,,,  ,,,  1 

N-umber  of  houses  demolished  ...  1 

Ni^ber  of  houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an  "undertaking 
given  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ••  •••  “I 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  reconditioned  and  -undertakings 
cancelled  « 

(b)  Improvements  and  Conversions 

During  the  year  1956,  42  houses  qualifying  for  Improvement 
Grant  were  improved  in  the  District,  those  improvements 
included  the  provision  of  40  bathrooms;  the  replacement  of 
39  pail— closets  by  Ti)ater  closet  accommodation;  provision 
of  3o  new  or  improved  drainage  systems  to  septic  tanks; 
provision  of  36  hot  Water  systems,  etc.  One  house  was 
convercpd  to  a single  dwelling.  The  total  cost  of  imprcvemienc 
works  carried  out  v/as  £23,04/  and  the  to-^.al  amo-unt  paid  ■’"n 
grant  aid  was  £10,661 

Refuse  Collection  ah^d  Disposal 

The  collection  of  house  refuse  is  undertaken  by  direct 
labcur  with  a Dennis  15  cubic  rear  loaQi?ig  barrier  "type 
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covered  refuse  vehicle  having  a separate  salvage  compartment. 
Three  driver/loaders  are  employed  on  this  work. 


o. 


7. 


The  major  part  of  the  district  is  covered  by  a fortnightly 
collection,  v/ith  a v/eekly  collection  in  the  tovm  area  of  Wye 
and  a four-v/eekly  collection  in  certain  scattered  and  less 
populated  areas. 

Three  refuse  tips  are  in  use  for  the  disposal  of  house 
refuse,  the  first  being  near  Drj^lands  Farm,  A^olash,  the 
at  White  Hill,  Boughton  Aluph,  and  the 
third  at  the  Kent  County  Council  Cuarry,  Aldington.  Two 
of  these  refuse  tips  consist  of  large  disused  chalk  pits 
and  -,>0  other  is  the  disused  part  of  a rock  auarry. 


Bluing  the  year  1956,  1 BS-j  tons  of  baled  waste  paper 
we.s^snld  for  £9/5*  13*  Od.  also  1 tun  8 cwts,  of  rags  valued 
at  £30,  12,  9d.  and  1 ton  19  cwts,  of  metal  valued  at 
£8.  13*  9d,  The  total  income  from  salvage  was  £101i}.*  19*  6d, 

Control  of  Infestation 


(a)  Rodent  Control. 

242  infestations  with  rats  and  mice  were  dealt  with 
by  the  Comicil’s  part  time  Rodent  Operator.  Routine 
Daiting  and  gassing  of  rats  on  the  Council’s  three  refuse 
tips  was  undertaken  ^ind  satisfactory  results  obtained.  An 
annual  retest  of  the  Council’s  sewerage  systems  at  Wye, 
Hamsireet,  Mersham  and  Brabourne  Lees  again  gave  negative 
results.  There  are  no  large  scale  sources  of  rat  infestation 
in  the  district, 

(b)  Insect  Infestation 


19  infestations  with  fleas,  ants,  cockroaches,  flies, 
wasps,  etc,  were  dealt  7:ith.  Advice  is  frequently  sought  on 
methods  of  dealing  with  these  infesbations  and  sprayers  and 
dor  blowers  with  insecticides  are  loaned  on  request. 

Banltary  Inspection  of  the  Dictriv-?t. 

C-eneral 


No,  in 

B 0 of  N C e 

of  defects 

No,  of 

District 

Inspections 

fouid 

dof  eoti 

Bakehouses 

2 

5 

2 

remedi' 

2 

Dairies 

4 

3 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

36 

10 

S 1 aughi  e rh  ous  e s 

5 

144 

4 

4 

Other  ;places  where 
food  Is  prepared 

9 

15 

Offeniive  Trades 

1 

2 

mm 

I'actqries 

44 

19 

1 

1 

Kui sance S _and_. Def  e ct "S  remedied  during  the  year  unue: 
Pu.c,j.c  Health  andTRous in g Acls,  i 


Waier  Supplies 


Ro*f  3 

15 

23 

Wa '-Is  ( e xte mal ) 

Chirixxey  siacks 

b 

P.'.inwatey  pipes 

12 

Gutters 

9 

Panpnes^ 

14 

Wall  piaster 

12 

13  •* 


Ceilings 

Pl(X)rs 

Windnv/s 

Sasiioords 

Additional  lighting 
Additional - vent ilat ion 
Doors 

Cooking  and  heating • appliances 
Baths,  lavatory  basins  and  sinks 
Drainage  ~ 

(a)  Rooono’^rvLO-tod  nOW 
fn)  Repaired 
(o/  Cleared 

Sepl/i'.  baric  plant  and  oessijools  repaired 
Ocaer  defects 

Closet  accommodation  (a)  Renewed 

(b)  Repaired 
Offensi''/0  dccumule.tions 
Keeping  of  Inimals 


15 

17 

8 

2 

4 

10 

8 

34 

6 

3 

■ 12 


15 


2 

n 


Total  1^0,  of  inspections  of  all  kinds  during  the  year.. 

Hoc  of  premises  connected  to  main  sewers.. 

Nco  of  premises  connected  to  cesspools. 

ho,  of  premises  v/ith  pail  closets. 

No,  of  premises  with  earth  closets  or  middens, • 
No,  of  premises  not  connected  to  Public  Water  Supply.,. 

No,  of  Statutory  Notices  served 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served.,... 

No.  of  premises  disinfected 


2346 

676 

2941 

916 

41 

331 

39 

12 


Statutory  Notices  Served. 

Under  the  Housing  Acts. 


Notices  of  Intention  tc  consider  the  making  of 

Demolition  Orders 

Demolition  Orders.  o . 

Notices  of  Intention  to  consider  the  making  of 

Olosxng  Oi^ders  .........r,  c*  •oo...*-*.©#...!*.©...*' 

Cl ^ s n,g  0 r d.e 

Gf-* c-'f-l CO.  9 , Eousing  Act , 1 935  (Repairs ; © o ^ v .....  c . © . o . ©> 
bde  Public  Iiaa.lth  Act,  1936. 


T'l  I.  s a.a  c e 1-  oat  erne  n l/  Notxces......... ....... ..a. ......... 

Water  Suppj.ies  (Section  138 


Total 


2 


1 

6 


8 • Her  Pickers  Camps. 

Owing  to  abandonment  and  the  installation  of  hop  picking 
machines  the  nunber  of  camps  has  been  reduced  since  the 
previous  year  from  11  to  7>  the  corresponding  number  of 
occupied  huts  being  reduced  from  570  to  approximately  427. 

YThlle  the  usual  maintenance  repairs  were  carried  out,  no 
Improvements  or  new  accommodation  were  provided.  18  visits  were 
made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  these  v^ere  maintained  in  the 
same  favourable  conditions  as  in  previous  years. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


from  producer  retailers  there  are  only  foin?  retail 
djirif^o  in  the  district  and  none  for  the  wholesale  han.dling 
or  di:S^"ribution  of  milk. 

One  semple  was  taken  for  bacteriological  examination,  the 


result  being  satisfactory 
Ice  Cream 


i.1 


36  shops  and  other  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  I [ 

or  storage  of  Ice  Cream,  There  are  no  manufacturers  of  i : 

Ice  Cream  in  the  district. 

Me  at . J ' 

Slaughterhouses 

Thore  are  five  Licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  District  ' 
bn-;,  i.,nl.y  three  v/ere  in  regular  use  and  these  were  visited  on  i 
i4t:  occasions  for  the  purpose  of  meat  inspection.  All  the  ' I 
animals  slaughtered  were  in  prime  condition  and  did  not 
Include  any  cows  or  casualty  animals.  On  nine  occasions  ■ 
small  quantities  of  meat  or  offals  were  condemned,  the  total  | 
weight  being  493  lbs.  I 


Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

xcludi] 

! Cows 


Cows 

i Sheep 

Calves  ! and 

I.  ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ — 

! Lambs 

Number  killed 

(if  known) 


Number  inspected  j 280 


All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis.  Y'Jhole 
carcase  condemned 

Carcases  of  v/hich 
some  part  or  organ 
was  Gondembed 


Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  j 
tuberculosis  i Ifo 


27 


405 


Tuberculosis  only.  Whole 
carcases  condemned  1 


Carcases  of  v/hich  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 


ber 


Percentage  of  the  num 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 


.T/o 


.29% 


Inspection  of  Food  and  Food  Preparing  Premises 

The  proprietors  of  57  food  shops,  33  public  houses  and 
8 cafe’s  and  canteens  were  written  to  under  the  signature  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  enclosing  an  abstract  of  the 
requirements  of  the  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955*  54 

food  shops  and  premises  were  inspected  for  the  purpose  of 
of  the  Regulations. 


15  - 


MASS  R.<imOG-RAPHY  SURW 
Survey  Srent.re  % Wye  College 

Dc'c;  9th  to  10th  October,  1956<» 


dumber  qx  volurvteersg  (including  general  public) 


Males 

35£ 

Females 

323 

Total 

679 

Number  recalled  for  large  films 


Males  6 

Females  8 


Total  14 

I 

Percentage  recelled  for  large  films  to  number  of  volunteers 

2,06 


RESULTS 


Active  Tuberculosis  Nil 

Inactive  Tuberculosis  Males  2 

Females  4 
Total  6 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  & 19^8 

1*  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector). 


Promises 

(1) 


i Number 
I on  I Inspect- 
J Register!  ions 


(2) 


.p.i< 


Mi. 


Factories  in  which  Sections 
1 , 2,  3ji  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 


Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers'  premises) 


10 

34 


(3) 

7 

12 


"44 


19 


ii  __ 


Number  of 

Written 

Occupiers 

Notices 

Prosecutec 

(4) 

(5) 

1 

- 

1 

— 

2«  Cases  in  which  defects  v;ere  foimd 


Farticiilars 


iNuraber  of  cases  in  which  defects 

were  found 

! r ' Referred 

,Found  ! Remedied; To  H.M,  By  H.M. 

jinspec-  {inspec- 
tor 


(1) 


i (2) 


I P.7  ant  of  cleanliness  (S.1)  i 
It  Overcrowding  (S,2)  | 

||U.nreasonable  temperature  (S,3)- 

!'  , ! 

;|^naaequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

ijln.^ffeotive  drainage  of  floors 

ji  (S.6)  I 

\ 

[Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  1 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  - 

I i ' 

{Other  offences  against  the  Act ^ 

[ (Not  including  offences  ‘ 

,!  relating  to  Outwork)  j — 


(3) 


s tor 

(4) 


i Number  ofi 
I cases  in 
I which 
I prosecu- 
tions wevi 
! insty;\^0: 


-r- 


(5) 


(6) 


